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Number of 44-lbs or 50-lb (20-kg or 22,7-kg) bags needed

Approximate 
Coverage* per 44 

lbs or 50 lbs  
(20 kg or 22,7 kg)

For 50  
sq ft  
(4,65 m2)

For 100 
sq ft  
(9,29 m2)

For 150 
sq ft  
(13,9 m2)

For 200 
sq ft  
(18,6 m2)

For 250 
sq ft  
(23,2 m2)

Tr
ow

el
 s

iz
e

3/16 x 1/4 in.                          
(4,5 x 6 mm)                                    

For applying 
mosaics or small 

tiles up to 4"  
(10 cm)

150 to 175 sq ft                   
(13,9 to 16,3 m²)

1 1 1 2 2

1/4 x 1/4 x 1/4 in.  
(6 x 6 x 6 mm) 

For thin-set 
application of 

tiles with all sides 
smaller than 15" 

(38 cm)

75 to 90 sq ft 
(6,97 to 8,36 m²)

1 2 2 3 4

1/4 x 3/8 x 1/4 in. 
(6 x 10 x 6 mm) 55 to 65 sq ft 

(5,11 to 6,04 m²)
1 2 3 4 5

1/2 x 1/2 x 1/2 in.  
(12 x 12 x 12 mm)

For applying large-
and-heavy tiles 
larger than 15"  

(38 cm) on any side

38 to 45 sq ft 
(3,53 to 4,18 m²)

2 3 4 6 7

1/2 x 3/4 x 1/2 in. 
 (12 x 19 x 12 mm)

25 to 30 sq ft 
(2,32 to 2,79 m²)

2 4 6 8 10

* Actual coverage depends on substrate, type of tile and setting method.

Mortars
Selection Chart and 
Approximate Coverage

Select a Trowel (based on tile size)

To properly bond various types or sizes 
of tile or stone, select a trowel according 
to the size of tile you want to install.



Mortar Selection Chart 
 

Factors to consider in selecting the right mortar:

• Tile type and size 

• Surface 

• Where it is installed 

TYPE SUBSTRATE APPLICATION

Ce
ra

m
ic

Po
rc

el
ai

n

Na
tu

ra
l s

to
ne

M
os

ai
c

Gl
as

s 
til

e

3/
4-

in
. p

ly
w

oo
d 

su
bfl

oo
r a

nd
 

ap
pr

ov
ed

 u
nd

er
la

ym
en

t

Co
nc

re
te

 s
ub

flo
or

Sc
hl

ut
er

 u
nc

ou
pl

in
g 

- fl
oo

rs
 

on
ly

Se
lf-

le
ve

le
r

Ce
m

en
t b

oa
rd

, D
ur

oc
k 

 
m

em
br

an
e,

 H
ar

di
ba

ck
er

Dr
yw

al
l (

pr
op

er
ly

 p
re

pa
re

d)

Pr
op

er
ly

 p
re

pa
re

d 
til

e 
ov

er
 ti

le

Ex
te

rio
r

In
te

rm
itt

en
tly

 w
et

 - 
sh

ow
er

s,
 

ba
th

ro
om

s,
 la

un
dr

y 
ro

om
s

Su
bm

er
ge

d 
- p

oo
ls

, f
ou

nt
ai

ns
, 

ho
t t

ub
s

Fa
st

-s
et

tin
g

Polymer-modified mortars for tile with any side > than 15" 

BEST
Large Tile & Stone Mortar, 50-lb (12591 white) ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

Uncoupling Membrane Mortar, 50-lb (576086 gray)  
with Polymer Additive (13956) ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

BETTER
Large-Format Floor & Wall Tile Mortar, 50-lb (12940 white)

✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓
Keraflex Plus, 44-lb (4903354 gray, 4903353 white)

GOOD Keraflex SG, 44-lb (490352 gray, 4903351 white) ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

Polymer-modified mortars for tile with all sides 15" or less

BETTER Rapid Setting Tile Mortar, 50-lb (13666 gray) ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

GOOD Ultraflex 1, 50-lb (193421 gray, 193422 white) ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

Unmodified mortars for tile 

Mortar for tile with any side > than 15" 

GOOD Uncoupling Membrane Mortar, 50-lb (576086 gray) ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

Mortar for tile with all sides 12" or less

GOOD Floor Tile Mortar, 50-lb (12639 gray) ✓ ✓ ✓

Wall-tile setting materials

BEST Mosaic & Glass Tile Mortar, 10-lb (13718 white) with  
Polymer Additive (13956) ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

BETTER
Premium Mortar (309061 1 U.S. gal, 309062 3.5 U.S. gals) ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

Mosaic & Glass Tile Mortar, 10-lb (13718 white) ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓

GOOD Type 1 (43952 1 U.S. qt, 43951 1 U.S. gal, 43950 3.5 U.S. gals) ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓ ✓


